
 

  It is often said that truth is stranger than fiction.  Matthew 1 is classic example of that statement.   
Matthew 1 starts the New Testament with a genealogy of Yashua (Jesus).   This list has caused consterna-
tion and controversy for almost 2000 years.   At the root of the controversy lies the fact that this list of Yas-
hua’s genealogy through Joseph (the husband of Mary) is not true to the Old Testament account.   Now be-
fore you lose interest and wonder what in the world this has to do with Daniel 9 and the 70 “weeks” vision, 
I will tell you up front, this supposed inaccurate list in fact provides a key to unlocking this prophetic vision.    
 As we saw in Section I, chapters 1-9,  Chronology of a Captive People, the Divine command to “restore 
and build” was given in the 2nd year of Darius (Hystaspes).   It was in his reign  the Biblical heros Ezra, Nehemiah, 
and Esther lived their lives.  It is here where the Old Testament narrative and chronology ends.   The silence of the 
Scripture over the next 500 years is bridged only by the Countdown to the Messiah.   At the other end of this silence 
the gospel of Matthew speaks in chapter 1 with the lineage of the Yashua (Jesus) through Joseph his legal father. 

   A close look at the genealogy of Yashua as given in Matthew reveals some interesting information.   I be-
lieve there are basically 3 ways to look at this list of Matthew.  First, it is falsification of the facts of Yashua’s true 
lineage.  Second, the list has been mistranslated from its original source.  Third, the list is not meant to be a true list of 
the genealogy of Yashua but it is “constructed” according to Hebrew custom in order to bring symbolic attention to 
some other idea or fact.   A misunderstanding of the intent of the author of the list could therefore be misconstrued as 
a falsification or a mistranslation.    There is really no way to conclusively prove or disprove the first two possibilities 
mentioned above.    So instead, let’s see if we can find an intelligent reason for the apparent discrepancy in this list.  We 
will closely examine this lineage and see if we can figure out the intent of Matthew when he wrote this puzzling list.

  In Table 4.1  (below) you will find the list of Matthew 1 as given.   You will also find the list of Matthew 
correct according to I Chronicles 3.   An interesting feature of this list is its groupings.   Matthew 1:17 states: 17 
So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David until the carrying away 
into Babylon are fourteen generations; and from the carrying away into Babylon unto the Messiah are four-
teen generations.    It is obvious right up front this is not a standard list of Yashua ancestors.   First of all, in the 
counting of 14 generations, David is mentioned at the end of the 1st 14 generations as well as the beginning of 2nd  
set of 14 generations.  This is obviously a double count.  (Biblical fact: David’s name also has the numerical value of 14)

Matthew 1:1-17  
The book of the generation of Yashua the Messiah, the son of 
David, the son of Abraham.  2 Abraham begat Isaac; and 
Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his breth-
ren;  3 And Judas begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and 
Phares begat Esrom; and Esrom begat Aram;  4 And 
Aram begat Aminadab; and Aminadab begat Naasson; 
and Naasson begat Salmon;  5 And Salmon begat Booz 
of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed 
begat Jesse;  6 And Jesse begat David the king; and 
David the king begat Solomon of her that had been 
the wife of Urias;  7 And Solomon begat Roboam; 
and Roboam begat Abia; and Abia begat Asa;  8 And 
Asa begat Josaphat; and Josaphat begat Joram; and 
Joram begat Ozias;  9 And Ozias begat Joatham; and 
Joatham begat Achaz; and Achaz begat Ezekias;  10 And 
Ezekias begat Manasses; and Manasses begat Amon; 
and Amon begat Josias;  11 And Josias begat Jechonias 
and his brethren, about the time they were carried away 
to Babylon: {Josiah...: some read, Josiah begat Jehoiakim, 
and Jehoiakim begat Jeconiah}  12 And after they were brought 
to Babylon, Jechonias begat Salathiel; and Salathiel begat Zorobabel;  
13 And Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat Azor;  14 And Azor begat Sadoc; and Sadoc begat Achim; and Achim 
begat Eliud;  15 And Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob;  16 And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, 
of whom was born Yashua, who is called the Messiah.  17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David 
until the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and from the carrying away into Babylon unto the Messiah are fourteen generations.
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   2nd if this is supposed to be a true representation of Yashua’s fam-
ily tree why is an event mentioned ( “carrying away into Babylon” ) at the end 
of the 2nd, 14 generations as well as at the start of the 3rd, 14 generations?   
What family tree counts events as generations instead of people?    It seems 
obvious here 14 generations are important to whatever point the author is 
trying to make.   It is just as obvious, if we accept that this list is written as 
was intended, this is not an ordinary every day representation of Yashua’s 
genealogy.   Understanding the list is even further complicated if you re-
alize the author left out 4 names completely!   The 4 names left out are 
Ahaziah, Joash, Amaziah and Jehoiakim. If you look at Table 4.1 you 
will see the missing names in red.   Those who do not believe Matthew 1 
was an inspired account of Yashua’s life are probably pretty excited right 
now.  Those who think we can only understand this if we somehow find 
a more accurate translation or we need a better understanding of Hebrew 
or Greek are probably feeling vindicated, as well.  My question is what if 
we are missing the true intent of this list of the “generations” of Yashua?   

        Let’s look at some of what we do know.  The list in Matthew as 
given has 41 individual names on it.    Abraham starts the 1st grouping of 
14 generations and David ends it.   David’s name is repeated at the start 
of the 2nd grouping of 14 generations 
and the “carrying away into Baby-
lon” ends it.   The “carrying away into 
Babylon” starts the 3rd grouping of 14 
generations and Yashua ends it.   If we 
count the 2nd grouping of 14 genera-
tions using the names given, starting 
with David it ends with king Josias.  
Now Josias is the father of Jehoiakim. 
Jehoiakim is one of the names miss-
ing on the list.  Historically it was dur-
ing Jehoiakim’s reign that Nebuchadnezzar first subdued Jerusalem and 
took captives.  The prophet Daniel was among the first captives taken.
It is interesting that this “error” in the list of Matthew 1 draws our attention to 
the time when Daniel was taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar.  Coincidence?
             Now Josias ends the 2nd grouping of 14 generations from David.   
The next name on the list is the grandson of Josias namely Jechonias.   
Starting with Jechonias as the first name of the 3rd grouping of 14 genera-
tions as given on the list we come to Yashua as the last name on the list of 
14 generations.   If we accept the list at face value and not as a true “ge-
nealogical representation” we find it fulfills all the criteria as a “arranged” 
list of 3 groupings of 14 generations.   But this still does not quite satisfy 
the facts of the list of Matthew.
         We have looked at the grouping of 14 generations as arranged by 

Matthew.     Now lets look at the names as given and not as they are “arranged”.    Counting out the 1st, 14 names 
on the list of Matthew we start with Abraham and end with David.   Counting the next 14 names on the list we 
start with Solomon and ends with Jechonias.   Now counting the final names on the list we start with Salathiel 
and end with Yashua.   Now for those who were counting you realized there are only 13 names from Salathiel to 
Yashua.    It could be said that Matthew 1 was intended, as arranged to represent 3 groupings of 14 generations. 
(14+14+14)    When we read the list  as it was actually written we see only 41 names. (14+14+13) There are in reality 2 

Table 4.1 Matthew Matthew
 Corrected  as given

  by I Chron. 3

1 1 Abraham 1 Abraham
2 2 Isaac 2 Isaac
3 3 Jacob 3 Jacob
4 4 Judas 4 Judas 
5 5 Phares 5 Phares
6 6 Esrom 6 Esrom
7 7 Aram 7 Aram
8 8 Aminadab 8 Aminadab
9 9 Naasson 9 Naasson
10 10 Salmon 10 Salmon
11 11 Booz 11 Booz 
12 12 Obed 12 Obed 
13 13 Jesse 13 Jesse
14 14 David 14 David
15 15 Solomon 15 Solomon 
16 16 Roboam 16 Roboam
17 17 Abia 17 Abia
18 18 Asa 18 Asa
19 19 Josaphat 19 Josaphat
20 20 Joram 20 Joram

21 Ahaziah 21 Ozias
22 Joash 22 Joatham
23 Amaziah 23 Achaz

21 24 Ozias 24 Ezekias
22 25 Joatham 25 Manasses
23 26 Achaz 26 Amon
24 27 Ezekias 27 Josias
25 28 Manasses 28 Jechonias
26 29 Amon 29 Salathiel
27 30 Josias 30 Zorobabel

31 Jehoiakim 31 Abiud
28 32 Jechonias 32 Eliakim
29 33 Salathiel 33 Azor
30 34 Zorobabel 34 Sadoc
31 35 Abiud 35 Achim
32 36 Eliakim 36 Eliud
33 37 Azor 37 Eleazar
34 38 Sadoc 38 Matthan
35 39 Achim 39 Jacob
36 40 Eliud 40 Joseph 
37 41 Eleazar 41 Yashua
38 42 Matthan
39 43 Jacob
40 44 Joseph 
41 45 Yashua

Daniel 1:1-2 
In the third year of the reign of Je-
hoiakim king of Judah came Nebu-
chadnezzar king of Babylon unto 
Jerusalem, and besieged it.  2 And 
hwyh gave Jehoiakim king of Judah 
into his hand, with part of the vessels 
of the house of God: which he carried 
into the land of Shinar to the house of 
his god; and he brought the vessels 
into the treasure house of his god.
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sets of 14 names and one set with 13 
names.   Another way of looking at 
this list would be that Yashua as in-
tended was the 14th generation and as 
given was in reality the 13th genera-
tion.  Yashua as  given became flesh 
and  dwelt (tabernacled) among us.   
Yashua as intended was the perfect 
spiritual and literal sacrifice. When 
Yashua rose from the grave and was 
“born again” He literally became the 
14th generation.  Yashua as given was 
6+7=13.  Yashua as intended was 
7+7=14.  In the Scripture the num-
ber 6 is representative of man and 
our labor under the curse of sin.  The 
number 7 is representative of Divine 
perfection and rest. 

 When looking at the list of 
Matthew your attention is drawn to 
2 focal points in relation to Abraham 
and the Messiah.  One is King David.  
The 2nd is the Babylonian captivity 
of Judah.   If you look under the sur-
face of the latter you will see the 13th 
and 14th generations meet at the point 
when Daniel was carried away at the 
Babylonian captivity.  You will also 
see as we have shown in Chronol-
ogy of a Captive People, Daniel is 
the chronological starting place for all 
the events leading up to the 2nd year of 
Darius I and the Divine command to 
“restore and build”.     
 Some other interesting fea-
tures of this list of Matthew deserves 
mention here.  The 1st is there are 41 
names in the list of Matthew 1.    As 
mentioned in the last chapter, Daniel’s 
70th “week” finds itself within a big-
ger Biblical pattern of 70 years and 

70 Jubilees.   Interestingly Abraham 
who starts this list in Matthew was born during the 41st Jubilee from Adam.  41 is the 13th prime number. 
(not counting 1)  If 1 is considered a prime number then 41 is the 14th prime number.   (6 is to 13 what 13 is to 41)
 
 In Table 4.3 the listed generations from Yashua to Abraham is continue back to Adam and YHWH.  Ac-
cording to the Septuagint text of the Scripture there would be 66 generations from Yashua to YHWH.   The most 
common version of the New Testament today has 66 books, from Genesis (YHWH) to Revelation (Yashua).  Us-
ing the MT text of the Scripture there are 65 generations from Yashua to YHWH. or (5x13)  

Matthew Matthew  As Names Table 4.2 Corrected  as given arranged as
  by I Chron. 3 given

1 1 Abraham 1 Abraham   1  1 

2 2 Isaac 2 Isaac 2 2

3 3 Jacob 3 Jacob 3 3

4 4 Judas 4 Judas 4 4

5 5 Phares 5 Phares 5 5

6 6 Esrom 6 Esrom 6 6

7 7 Aram 7 Aram (14)  7 7    (14)
8 8 Aminadab 8 Aminadab 8 8

9 9 Naasson 9 Naasson 9 9

10 10 Salmon 10 Salmon 10 10

11 11 Booz 11 Booz 11 11

12 12 Obed 12 Obed 12 12 Olive
13 13 Jesse 13 Jesse 13 13 Overlap at David
14 14 David 14 David 1               14 14 as given in Mat. 1

15 15 Solomon 15 Solomon 2   1

16 16 Roboam 16 Roboam 3 2

17 17 Abia 17 Abia 4 3 David’s name = 14

18 18 Asa 18 Asa 5 4

19 19 Josaphat 19 Josaphat 6 5

20 20 Joram 20 Joram 7   (14)     (14)  6

21 Ahaziah 21 Ozias 8 7

22 Joash 22 Joatham 9 8

23 Amaziah 23 Achaz 10 9

21 24 Ozias 24 Ezekias 11 10

22 25 Joatham 25 Manasses 12 11

23 26 Achaz 26 Amon 13 12

24 27 Ezekias 27 Josias 14 13

25 28 Manasses 28 Jechonias   1 14 Daniel’s captivity in 
26 29 Amon 29 Salathiel 2  1 the 14th & 13th “generations”

27 30 Josias 30 Zorobabel 3 2  
31 Jehoiakim 31 Abiud 4 3

28 32 Jechonias 32 Eliakim 5 4

29 33 Salathiel 33 Azor 6 5

30 34 Zorobabel 34 Sadoc (14)  7 6   (13)
31 35 Abiud 35 Achim 8 7

32 36 Eliakim 36 Eliud 9 8

33 37 Azor 37 Eleazar 10 9

34 38 Sadoc 38 Matthan 11 10

35 39 Achim 39 Jacob 12 11

36 40 Eliud 40 Joseph 13 12

37 41 Eleazar 41 Yashua 14 13

38 42 Matthan   
39 43 Jacob  = 42  = 41
40 44 Joseph 
41 45 Yashua

                                                                                    Oriental Fir   



  Matthew 1 is 
full of symbolism. It was not 
merely meant to show the 
ancestors of Yashua through 
Joseph his adopted father.   
Matthew 1 links Yashua with 
the sacrificial symbolism of 
the number 14.  It also links 
Yashua with Abraham and 
the number 41.  Interest-
ingly 41  is the inverse of 14.          
( 14 ↔ 41 ) 
    As we have seen in this 
chapter and we will more 
fully explore in the next the 
numbers 7,13 & 14 are used 
symbolically.  As I hope to 
show this was no accident 
or coincidence by Matthew.   
These Messiah factors are 
used throughout the Old & 
New Testament to symbolise 
YHWH plan of reconciliation 
for all man kind through 
Yashua the Messiah.
 So you see Matthew 
left us a rich legacy testifying 
to the Messiah.   The 1st 
chapter in the New Testament 
which introduces us to Yashua 
the Messiah also symbolically 
points us back to Daniel 9 and 
Yashua’s fulfillment of the 
Countdown to the Messiah.

YHWH  > Yashua Table 4.3Yashua Lukes list
Lukes list complete list as given
as given Matt. basis order reversed

1 Yashua 1 YHWH  1 YHWH  
2 Joseph 2 Adam 2 Adam
3 Heli 3 Seth 3 Seth
4 Matthat 4 Enos 4 Enos
5 Levi 5 Cainan 5 Cainan
6 Melchi 6 Maleleel 6 Maleleel
7 Janna 7 Jared 7 Jared
8 Joseph 8 Enoch 8 Enoch
9 Mattathias 9 Mathusala 9 Mathusala
10 Amos 10 Lamech 10 Lamech
11 Naum 11 Noe 11 Noe
12 Esli 12 Sem 12 Sem
13 Nagge 13 Arphaxad 13 Arphaxad Abraham >
14 Maath 14 Cainan 14 Cainan Yashua  
15 Mattathias 15 Sala 15 Sala including
16 Semei 16 Heber 16 Heber missing 
17 Joseph 17 Phalec 17 Phalec kings
18 Juda 18 Ragau 18 Ragau Matt.
19 Joanna 19 Saruch 19 Saruch as Matthew Matthew 
20 Rhesa 20 Nachor Luke 20 Nachor given Basis as given
21 Zorobabel 21 Thara 21 Thara
22 Salathiel 22 Abraham 1 22 Abraham 1 1 Abraham 1 Abraham
23 Neri 23 Isaac 2 23 Isaac 2 2 Isaac 2 Isaac
24 Melchi 24 Jacob 3 24 Jacob 3 3 Jacob 3 Jacob
25 Addi 25 Judas 4 25 Judas 4 4 Judas 4 Judas 
26 Cosam 26 Phares 5 26 Phares 5 5 Phares 5 Phares
27 Elmodam 27 Esrom 6 27 Esrom 6 6 Esrom 6 Esrom
28 Er 28 Aram 7 28 Aram 7 7 Aram 7 Aram
29 Jose 29 Aminadab 8 29 Aminadab 8 8 Aminadab 8 Aminadab
30 Eliezer 30 Naasson 9 30 Naasson 9 9 Naasson 9 Naasson
31 Jorim 31 Salmon 10 31 Salmon 10 10 Salmon 10 Salmon
32 Matthat 32 Booz 11 32 Booz 11 11 Booz 11 Booz 
33 Levi 33 Obed 12 33 Obed 12 12 Obed 12 Obed 
34 Simeon 34 Jesse 13 34 Jesse 13 13 Jesse 13 Jesse
35 Juda 35 David 14 35 David 14 14 David 14 David
36 Joseph 36 Solomon 15 36 Nathan 15 15 Solomon 15 Solomon 
37 Jonan 37 Roboam 16 37 Mattatha 16 16 Roboam 16 Roboam
38 Eliakim 38 Abia 17 38 Menan 17 17 Abia 17 Abia
39 Melea 39 Asa 18 39 Melea 18 18 Asa 18 Asa
40 Menan 40 Josaphat 19 40 Eliakim 19 19 Josaphat 19 Josaphat
41 Mattatha 41 Joram 20 41 Jonan 20 20 Joram 20 Joram
42 Nathan 42 Ahaziah 21 42 Joseph 21 Ahaziah 21 Ozias
43 David 43 Joash 22 43 Juda 22 Joash 22 Joatham
44 Jesse 44 Amaziah 23 44 Simeon 23 Amaziah 23 Achaz
45 Obed 45 Ozias 24 45 Levi 21 24 Ozias 24 Ezekias
46 Booz 46 Joatham 25 46 Matthat 22 25 Joatham 25 Manasses
47 Salmon 47 Achaz 26 47 Jorim 23 26 Achaz 26 Amon
48 Naasson 48 Ezekias 27 48 Eliezer 24 27 Ezekias 27 Josias
49 Aminadab 49 Manasses 28 49 Jose 25 28 Manasses 28 Jechonias
50 Aram 50 Amon 29 50 Er 26 29 Amon 29 Salathiel
51 Esrom 51 Josias 30 51 Elmodam 27 30 Josias 30 Zorobabel
52 Phares 52 Jehoiakim 31 52 Cosam 31 Jehoiakim 31 Abiud
53 Juda 53 Jechonias 32 53 Addi 28 32 Jechonias 32 Eliakim
54 Jacob 54 Salathiel 33 54 Melchi 29 33 Salathiel 33 Azor
55 Isaac 55 Zorobabel 34 55 Neri 30 34 Zorobabel 34 Sadoc
56 Abraham 56 Abiud 35 56 Salathiel 31 35 Abiud 35 Achim
57 Thara 57 Eliakim 36 57 Zorobabel 32 36 Eliakim 36 Eliud
58 Nachor 58 Azor 37 58 Rhesa 33 37 Azor 37 Eleazar
59 Saruch 59 Sadoc 38 59 Joanna 34 38 Sadoc 38 Matthan
60 Ragau 60 Achim 39 60 Juda 35 39 Achim 39 Jacob
61 Phalec 61 Eliud 40 61 Joseph 36 40 Eliud 40 Joseph 
62 Heber 62 Eleazar 41 62 Semei 37 41 Eleazar 41 Yashua
63 Sala 63 Matthan 42 63 Mattathias 38 42 Matthan
64 Cainan 64 Jacob 43 64 Maath 39 43 Jacob
65 Arphaxad 65 Joseph 44 65 Nagge 40 44 Joseph 
66 Sem 66 Yashua 45 66 Esli 41 45 Yashua
67 Noe 6x11 46 67 Naum 9x5
68 Lamech 47 68 Amos
69 Mathusala In the MT text of 48 69 Mattathias
70 Enoch  the Old Testament 49 70 Joseph
71 Jared Cainan is not included 50 71 Janna
72 Maleleel This would give 65 51 72 Melchi
73 Cainan names instead of the 52 73 Levi
74 Enos 66 of the Septuagint 53 74 Matthat
75 Seth 54 75 Heli
76 Adam Thus: 55 76 Joseph
77 YHWH  65  56 77 Yashua

7x11 5x13  7x8 7x11


